Veteran Choice Program
Every Veteran, enrolled as of August 1, 2014, or a combat Veteran that has left military service within the last 5 years, should have now received a letter and a Choice Card in the mail with details about the Veteran Choice Program. 
The Choice Program is a temporary program for 3 years or until funding is exhausted. Many Veterans will now have the option to receive non-VA health care rather than waiting for a VA appointment, or traveling to a VA facility through utilization of the Choice Program.
Veterans may be eligible to use the program under two separate criteria:
1. Veterans who live more than 40 miles, road distance, from any VA facility (Medical Center, CBOC or Clinic), regardless of whether the closest facility can provide the specific medical care the veteran is desiring. (Changed from straight line Apr. 24, 2015)
or
2. Veterans who are currently waiting for an appointment longer than 30 days from their preferred date or the date determined to be medically necessary by their physician. 
When a 
Veteran presents to VA, in person or on the phone, requesting an appointment, the VA scheduler creates an appointment according to the clinically indicated date or veteran’s preferred date in the absence of a clinically indicated date.  If the next available appointment is more then 30 days from the clinically indicated or desired date, the Veteran is informed of this fact and the Veteran is entered on the Veterans Choice List (VCL).  The Veteran is informed they can call 1-866-606-8198 with additional questions, to ensure they qualify and to schedule an appointment.
The Choice Program does not impact existing VA health care or any other VA benefit.  If a patient is satisfied with their wait time at a VA facility and wish to continue waiting for VA care, there is nothing they need to do at this time.
Choice Champions are obtaining advanced knowledge and familiarity with the Choice Program so that they can become local subject-matter experts who can explain and advise both Veterans and their colleagues on the program.






Atlanta VAMC Choice Champions

Gary Compton - (678) 640-4438 - Lead Choice Champion
Jeff Garrett - (404) 969-9466 - HAS
Tincie Lynch - ext. 7624 or (404) 825-7021 - Congressional Liaison
Yolanda Robinson - ext. 7465 - Eligibility
Janice Van Buren - ext. 6643 - Eligibility
Vanessa Williams-Windley - ext. 2799 - Veterans Experience
Linda Freeman - ext. 3082 - NVCC
Cacynthia Harris - ext. 4855 - NVCC
Linda Hearon - ext. 6262 - Acute Care

Choice Champions located at remote clinics

Blairsville CBOC – Louann Hall – ext. 4578
Oakwood CBOC – Patricia Mead – ext. 8230
Rome Clinic – TBD – ext. 4250
Ft McPherson – Lachaya Ross – ext. 6926
Ft McPherson – Mitchell Mormon – ext. 1622
Ft McPherson – Henrietta Anderson – ext. 1622
Ft McPherson – Carnell GreenField – ext. 1623
Ft McPherson – Willie Brown – ext. 4735 or 4351
Ft McPherson – Leonard Tucker – ext. 5165
Newnan CBOC – Lasheka Tucker – ext. 3586
Stockbridge CBOC – Charlie Hyman – ext. 5666
Carrollton – Samantha Hough – ext. 2155
Carrollton – Thomas Sledge – ext. 2564
Austell CBOC – Petrina Williams – ext. 1761
Lawrenceville CBOC – TBD – ext. 1702
Henderson Mill – Lewanda Gore – ext. 2740
Decatur Clinic – Calvin Reed – ext. 5203

Choice Champions may be contacted via email at: VHAATGChoiceChampions@va.gov
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