This form was created as a tool to help researchers who have study procedures that involve some type of radiation.  It contains recommended lay language for use in consent forms that explains risks to veterans.  
Use the following statement(s) as appropriate, in the Risk(s) section of the consent form:
“You will get radiation from (insert name of procedure) during this research study.  This (these) procedure(s) is (are) routinely used for medical care.  However, this radiation dose is not needed for your medical care and will only happen if you take part in this study.”
“The effects of radiation on an unborn child are not yet known.  For that reason, pregnant women and those who may become pregnant should not take part in this study.”   
Below are examples of additional, acceptable language, typically required, based on the radiation levels used during a research study.  Please contact Sean Riggin (x. 2543) or Roland Phillips (404-329-4619) in the Radiation Safety office PRIOR to submission to the IRB to clarify what applies to your study.

Case 1: For whole body Effective Dose Equivalent (EDE) < 3 mSv
The radiation dose you will get in this study is the same or less than what an average person in the US receives from the environment each year.  The main risk linked with radiation is the chance of getting cancer later in life.  We think that the risk from the radiation exposure you will get in this study is small compared to other daily risks.

Case 2: For whole body Effective Dose Equivalent (EDE) 3 mSv – 50 mSv
The radiation dose you will get is the same or less than the amount of radiation exposure allowed for people working with radiation (e.g. X-ray tech).  The main risk linked with radiation is the chance of getting cancer later in life.  We think that the risk from the radiation exposure you will get in this study is small compared to daily risks.

Case 3: For whole body Effective Dose Equivalent > 50 mSv
As part of this study, we will ask you to have a Scan (a type of test) that will expose you to radiation. This test is normally used in some medical care situations, but it is required for this study. The main risk linked with radiation is the chance of getting cancer later in life. However, this risk is low, and should not have a bad effect on your condition or treatment.  The extra risk of getting cancer from the radiation received in this study could be as great as 1%. 

Case 4: Addition for procedures involving fluoroscopy
As part of this study, you will be exposed to radiation because you will have a (insert test name here) that uses a fluoroscope (like an x-ray movie, where organs can be seen on a screen).  Your organ and bones will get radiation, but your skin will get the highest exposure.  Very high levels of skin exposure can cause redness or blisters.  This may not happen for weeks or months after the exposure.  Contact the study doctor or your personal doctor if the part of your skin that was exposed is sore or painful.
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